22              THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

in confections of their own.    When halting,
we were provided  with  a sentry  to keep
guard over us all day, and he was relieved
about every three hours, which gave rise to a
most amusing scene.    A dirty-looking indi-
vidual came up to the Sepoy on duty, and
saluted him with the ordinary native salaam.
The sentry then proceeded to divest himself
of his uniform coat, belt, etc., and rifle, which
he threw down on the ground; whereupon
the  dirty-looking  person  picked  them  up,
hastily put them on his  own  manly form,
and,  having   done  so,   came  up  to  where
we were sitting and saluted in  fine style.
The other man had meanwhile disappeared.
At night we had two sentries, and they fre-
quently asked us whether they might mount
guard in the veranda of our hut.   This meant
that before very long they would both be fast
asleep upon the floor, snoring so loud that we
were awakened.

When  marching, each   man  went as he
pleased and whatever route he pleased.    If